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Dear Friends of Austin College,

It goes without saying that this is a unique time in history, when we all are affected by a
severe economic climate. I am hopeful that our economy will make a full recovery soon,
but in the meantime, we are making the necessary adjustments at Austin College to meet
this challenge. 

During these times of recession, we must be prudent in our actions to control costs
without negatively impacting the quality of the experiences our students have on this
campus. We are fortunate in that we have been able to maintain strong programs and

strong financial aid packages that assist students to have positive
educational experiences in a residential liberal arts setting.  

A good example of the success we have met this year is in our
current freshman class. We track the success of each class from
semester to semester, and I am pleased to tell you we retained 96.8
percent of the freshman class from the fall semester to the spring
semester. This is the highest fall-to-spring retention we have had
since 2002 — and the second highest in the last 10 years. In
addition, we are on a record pace with applications for admission
and with deposits from those who want to be a part of the new
freshman class in fall 2009.

Today’s economic challenges are greater than many of us ever
have experienced. Nonetheless, I still ask alumni and friends to
place Austin College high on their list of charitable support even
during this difficult time and make a gift to the Annual Fund this
year. We need gifts of all sizes to enhance the Annual Fund so we
will have adequate resources to support our scholarship program.  

Austin College has a rich history of providing significant
financial support for its students. Scholarships have made it possible
for many of our alumni to complete their degrees at Austin College,
and now it is my hope that our alumni will increase the level of
participation in the Annual Fund in order to help strengthen the
scholarship program. With your gift, the Annual Fund will increase
and you will have made it possible for some young man or woman
to attend your alma mater and receive an outstanding educational
experience similar to yours.  

I have great faith in our alumni and know in times such as
these, you always have stepped forward. Thank you in advance for
your support, which will make a meaningful difference in the lives
of our students.

Sincerely,

Oscar C. Page
President

Austin College Professor of History Light Cummins was inducted into the
Company of Fellows of the Louisiana Historical Association during the
association meeting March 19-21 in Monroe, Louisiana. The new
inductees, Cummins and Jerry P. Sanson of Louisiana State University,
were introduced by a fellow or other member of the association. “It was
my pleasure to induct Dr. Cummins who I have known for almost 40
years,” said Stephen Webre, chair of the Fellows Committee, and a
member of the Department of History at Louisiana Tech University. 

The Company of Fellows
provides special recognition to
senior members of the profession
who have made distinguished
contributions to Louisiana history
as teachers and scholars. 

A member of the Austin College
history faculty since 1978,
Cummins holds the Guy M. Bryan,
Jr., Chair in American History. He is
director of the Center for
Southwestern and Mexican Studies,
a program of Austin College that

provides outreach, internships, and community service activities that
educate students about issues facing Texas and Mexico. 

Cummins’ research specialty is the history of the Spanish Borderlands,
especially the Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coast. He is especially interested
in the 18th century Anglo-American migration into the lower Mississippi
Valley and Gulf Coast areas. His six books include A Guide to the History of
Louisiana; Spanish Observers and the American Revolution; and Louisiana: A
History. He is the author of several dozen scholarly articles dealing with
colonial Louisiana and Texas. 

Cummins earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees at what is now Texas
State University. After service in the U.S. Air Force as an intelligence
officer, he received a doctorate in history from Tulane University.

Cummins, a Fulbright Scholar to Spain earlier in his career, serves as an
Associate of the Danforth Foundation, is a former member of the Board of
Directors of the Louisiana Historical Association, and is a former chair of
the Grayson County Historical Commission. He served two terms as a
member of the Board of Directors of the Texas Council for the Humanities,
now known as Humanities Texas. He is a lifetime Fellow of the Texas State
Historical Association, a former president of the Southwestern Historical
Association, and a life member of the Louisiana Historical Association, and
he has been active in a number of other historical organizations. He is a
member of the Sons of the American Revolution and the Sons of the
Republic of Texas, William B. Travis Chapter. 

Louisiana Historical Association Fellows are nominated by the Fellows
Selection Committee of the LHA, which may originate its own
nominations or receive nominations from the general membership. There
may be no more than 35 living fellows at any one time. There are now 27
living fellows, 10 deceased fellows, and 10 posthumous fellows. 

Philip Barker, Austin College assistant professor of political science,
has written a new book titled Religious Nationalism in Modern Europe: If
God be for Us. The book, a part of the Routledge Studies in Nationalism
and Ethnicity series, was released earlier this year.

The volume examines the enduring nature of religious nationalism
in modern Europe. Through a series of in-depth case studies covering
Ireland, England, Poland, and Greece, Barker argues that religious
frontiers — or geographic lines of division between different and
unique religions — are central to the formation of religiously based
national identities.

Typically, as states develop economically and politically, religion
plays a lesser role in both individual lives and national identity, Barker
argues. However, at religious frontiers, religion becomes useful for
differentiating and mobilizing groups of people. This is particularly
true when the religious frontier also represents a threat or conflict.
Although religion may not be the root of conflict in these instances,
the conflict takes on religious tones because of its ability to unite an
otherwise diverse population. Religion takes precedence over language,
culture, or other national building blocks because the “other” can best
be distinguished in religious terms.

The in-depth case studies allow for a deep historical understanding
of the processes that converge to create a modern religious nation.

Barker joined Austin College in 2008. He earned his bachelor’s
degree in history and political science from Texas A&M University and
his master’s degree in political science and a Ph. D. in political science
from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Barker’s work focuses in
the fields of comparative
politics, international
relations, and
methodology, and his
research interests include
religion and politics,
nationalism and
ethnicity, and religion
and foreign policy.
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Barker Book Explores Religious Nationalism




