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“Magic Hangers, every woman’s best friend, my closet used
to be a mess, but then …,” recited Tina Carlile ’05 as the
bright, hot camera lights melted the layers of heavy make-
up she wore shooting the Magic Hangers commercial while
living in Taiwan from September 2006 to August 2007. 

When Tina left her small family farm in Daingerfield,
Texas, for Austin College in 2001, she never imagined that
almost six years later she would be acting in commercials
halfway around the globe. “As I recited my lines in front of
that camera, I began to realize what a crazy, interesting
world Austin College had opened up to me,” Tina said.

Tina graduated from Austin College in 2005 with an
interdisciplinary Asian studies major and an international
studies major. Tina spent January 2005 doing an internship
set up through the Institute for the International Education
of Students (IES) at Sohu.com, a 2008 Olympic sponsor and
China’s version of Yahoo. During her internship, Tina’s eyes
were opened to the incredible power the Chinese
Communist Party wielded over the Internet, and she wrote
her final paper at Austin College on the topic.  

The January Term experience merely whetted her
appetite. Tina spent the spring term abroad in Beijing and
in June 2005 moved to Shanghai to work as a language and
business trainer for Microsoft. It was during her year at
Microsoft that Tina met native Chinese engineers who,
through unrestricted Internet access at Microsoft, learned
things about their country they had never known. Tina’s
biggest surprise was her coworkers’ perceptions of the
Tiananmen Square incident of 1989 as “anti-Japanese riots.”
“It was as if the whole idea of the democracy movement
never occurred,” said Tina. “It is scary to think an event
that large and that recent in history had already been
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covered up so well that educated people in international
cities still do not know the truth.”

At Microsoft, Tina had her unexpected debut in a
commercial about teleconference communication. She
also recorded the company’s voice messages in English for
the customer support lines. After returning to the U.S. for a
few months, Tina missed Asia and was encouraged by Don
Rodgers, Austin College assistant professor of political
science, to live in Taiwan to experience the difference in two
countries who share so many roots. Tina moved to Taiwan
in September 2006 and soon found herself shooting more
commercials and assisting Microsoft’s Taiwan language and
business training program because of her experience with
Microsoft in Shanghai.

In August 2007, Tina came back to the U.S. to attend
law school at UCLA. She hopes to focus her study on
international trade and international human rights and
maintains a strong desire to return to China or Taiwan after
law school. “It is a little intimidating how much I have
changed over the past six
years,” Tina said. “I grew up on
a farm, graduated from high
school with 100 people, and
the only thing I knew about
China was that the name was
printed on a lot of stuff. Living
and working abroad has given
me a totally new perspective
on things.” Y

Athletic Hall of Honor inductees honored July 15 during Austin College’s 2007 Legends Gala are, left to
right, Bill Ucherek ’89 of Abilene, Texas; Ronnie Roberson ’81 of Mansfield, Texas; Amy Skaggs ’00 of
Austin, Texas; James Rolfe ’65 of Dallas, Texas; and Charles Wright ’61 of Bulverde, Texas. Kim
Randolph ’75 of Houston, far right, is the 2007 Kedric Couch Alumni Coach of the Year. Legends activities
continued the next day as 126 golfers took part in the 25th annual Slats McCord Golf Tournament. 

Bill Snyder, former head football coach at Kansas
State University and assistant football coach at
Austin College in 1974 and 1975, accepts the
2007 Coach Joe Spencer Award for Lifetime
Achievement and Meritorious Service in Coaching
at the Legends Gala. 

Carlile Gains New Perspectives in Taiwan — a Long, Long Way from Daingerfield, Texas 

Tina Carlile, left, sits with a child she tutors in China.
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